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Data center operators and owners have been trying to figure out how to 
become a data center leader in sustainability and how to manage their 
customer expectations of having a sustainable data center. 

 
Thankfully, Informa Tech launched a world-first Data Center Efficiency 
Evolution (DEEP) program to eliminate the need for each operator to define 
“sustainable leadership” on their own and replace that with an actual 
certification process and award system. 

 
The DEEP assessment team toured and reviewed Data Center 1 and 
awarded Digital Fortress DEEP Gold Certification for its Data Center located 
in Portland, Oregon. 

 
DEEP assists data center operators by potentially saving them money, 
reducing carbon emissions, assisting with promotion of sustainable 
initiatives and goals, and putting true ROI behind money spent on 
sustainable efforts. 

 
The case study will share insights from Dale Powlison, Critical Facilities 
Manager at Digital Fortress, who oversees six of Digital Fortress’ nine data 
centers. 
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UNDERSTANDING THE DEEP GOLD AWARD 

CERTIFICATION OF DATA CENTER 

SUSTAINABILITY 

The Gold Standard of Data Center Sustainability 

The framework includes an 8-hour on-site assessment of the data center by an 

accredited industry professional, that is then audited by the members of the DEEP 

Certification Council. It also includes the production of a detailed report with recognition 
of sustainable accomplishments and recommendations for improvements. 

 
In the process completed by DEEP, prospective data center operators fill out a 
pre-assessment form which answers basic questions about the data center configuration 

and its systems. 

 
Then, a DEEP team member meets virtually with a potential customer to see if the 

program would be suitable for the data center facility. After, if selected for the program, 
an on-site inspector arrives at the facility and works with the data center manager to 

conduct the assessment, which involves an evaluation of the facility against the 70+ best 

practices for sustainable operation. 
 

After the DEEP Certification Council conducts its assessment, a report is written and is 
delivered to the client. 

 
Digital Fortress went through the DEEP certification program and was recognized and 

honored as a Gold Awardee at its Data Center 1 in Portland, Oregon. 

 
“We (Digital Fortress) never had anything that certified how we are doing our sustainable 

practices today and being able to be a trailblazer on the pilot program for DEEP really will 
allow us to push that through marketing and push that to our customers. This is us trying 

to kind of turn the tables on what a data center should look like,” said JD Filippone, Sales 
Operations Manager at Digital Fortress. 
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HOW DIGITAL FORTRESS DATA CENTER 1 

AND ITS COOLING EFFORTS AIDED IN DEEP 

GOLD CERTIFICATION 

Digital Fortress, since being awarded DEEP Gold Certification, now displays their 

certification plaque on-site to highlight their successful sustainability efforts. A key 

reason Data Center 1 was awarded a Gold Certification was for its innovative cooling 
approach. Other sustainable practices of note were the facility’s use of renewable 

energy from their utility provider, Energy Star-rated IT equipment, and flywheel UPS. 
 

Data Center 1 is a TYPE-II SSAE 16 compliant data center for clients who need secure 

space, power, and cooling to deploy their mission critical applications. 

 
Data Center 1 uses indirect evaporation cooling and mechanical cooling to assist with its 

carbon reduction and sustainability initiatives. In addition, the facility captures rainwater 

on its roof with a primary and secondary pump that circulates water and is stored in a 

23,000-gallon tank. 

 
“Indirect evaporative cooling is what really 

limits the energy use. Mechanical cooling 
only comes on when the weather outside 

doesn't allow for evaporative cooling to 

keep up with the data center. So, the 
mechanical cooling is all secondary” said 

Dale Powlison, Critical Facilities Manager at 

Digital Fortress. “Primarily it's done by 

evaporative cooling, pretty much two thirds 

or greater out of the year. Then of course, 
because we can capture that rainwater in 

receiving city water, using 

the rainwater for that evaporative cooling is beneficial for our operations.” 
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DRIVING REVENUE IMPACT WITH DEEP 

CERTIFICATION AT DATA CENTER 1 IN 

PORTLAND, OREGON 

Digital Fortress has been using their DEEP Gold Certification as an additional sales tool 
with prospective tenants seeking a certified sustainable data center to reduce their 

organization’s carbon emissions. 

 
Prospective data center tenants are increasingly looking to become greener with their 

operations and by being DEEP Gold certified, Digital Fortress is able to promote their 
certification with ease across the web and on-site at their facility after going through the 

certification process. 

 
“I think having that extra level of certification provided by DEEP is just going to put us 

over the top. We've been able to market it well by sharing our award and I think 

customers coming into our facility and seeing the plaque is going to really make them 
feel good that this site is [sustainable],”  

Said Filippone. 

 
To learn more about Digital Fortress 
Portland Data Center 1, click here. 

“I think having that extra level of 
certification provided by DEEP is 
just going to put us over the 
top.” 

 

 

MORE INFORMATION 

If you would like to get more information on the DEEP certification program, find out 

about other DEEP evaluated data centers, or inquire about an assessment of your 
facility, contact us via our website. 


